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heritage enthusiasts.

 • Having an active presence at the 2000 Salt 

Lake Winter Olympics, with a booth at the games in 

Salt Lake City, and commissioning a song, “The Flame 

Within,” that celebrated the similarities between the 

Olympic spirit and the spirit that impelled Utah’s early 

pioneers.

 • Development of a “travel planner” brochure, 

50,000 copies of which were distributed by the Utah 

Travel Council to travel and tourism ofices and sites 

throughout the Area.

 • Designing and placing Heritage Area identifica-

tion signs along U.S. 89 (Heritage Highway) and State 

Routes 12 and 24 (the Boulder Loop).

 • Publication of a book, “Legends, Lore, and True 

Tales in Mormon Country,” a compilation of essays on 

local stories and folklore, written by writers living in 

the Heritage Area.

Goal 4:  Revitalization Projects

 All of the above is in addition to perhaps the pri-

mary thrust of the MPNHA: Enabling local entities—in-

dividuals, governments, businesses or other organiza-

tions—to pursue the dreams and goals of completing 

projects to display and preserve their heritage. 

 The MPNHA uses the term “revitalization” to 

describe these projects, which bring to life the physical 

and, in a sense, spiritual relics of the past, perpetuat-

ing the legacies of ancestors  who their descendants 

refuse to see forgotten.

 One striking example was a reunion for descen-

dants of the Sanpete County ghost town of Clarion, 

an ill-fated community of the Jewish Back-to-the-Soil 

movement around the turn of the 20th century. 

 After much efort and determination that some felt 

approached fool’s-errand stubbornness, and setback 

after setback, the settlers were forced to abandon the 

experimental town after five years.

 Only the foundations of a building or two and the 

fenced-in gravestones of two of the town’s deceased 

remain to mark the site.

 But the community’s relevance cannot be under-

stated. The founder, Benjamin Brown, went on to form 

what would eventually become a large company, Inter-

mountain Farmers Association (IFA), and his egg-farm-

ing venture was the precursor of the turkey industry, 

now known as Norbest, the largest non-government 

employer in Sanpete County.

 To celebrate Clarion’s place in the area, the MP-

NHA partnered with Gunnison City, a local congrega-

tion of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 

the Utah Department of Community and Culture, Utah 

Pioneer Heritage Arts (a nonprofit), the Casino Star 

Theatre Foundation, and the I.J. and Jeanne Wagner 

Jewish Community Center in Salt Lake City to invite 

descendants “back to the soil” of Clarion.

 Many of them came, stunned and humbly grateful 

for the honor being showed them. There were many 

tears. A small group of them gathered at the two grave-

stones and solemnly ofered the “Kaddish,” the Jewish 

prayer for the dead. A woman at the top of a nearby 

knoll raised her head and stretched out her arms to feel 

the life of a gently blowing breeze. Another stooped and 

almost reverently selected a small stone from that same 

� Watch an old building with anx-
ious care; guard it as best you may, 
at any cost, from every inluence 
of dilapidation. Count its stones 
as you would jewels in a crown; set 
watches about it as if at the gates 
of a besieged city; bind it together 
with iron where it loosens; stay it 
with timber where it declines; . . . 
and do this tenderly, and rever-
ently, and continually, and many 
a generation will still be born and 
pass away beneath its shadow.�

- From � The Seven Lamps of Architecture,�  by architect 

John Ruskin, 1880, and quoted in a speech at the ded-

ication of the restored Historic Spring City School in 

Sanpete County, a project supported by MPNHA.
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